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time Obamacare signups 
jump after holiday 


Florida Blue staff calls surge ‘Marketplace Monday’ 


By NASEEM S. MILLER in? said Melissa Kincaid, man- want to have health coverage in 
Staff Writer ager of the three Florida Blue January need to sign up for a plan 
Centers in Central Florida. “It’s by Dec. 15, which is when the 
It’s open enrollment season for been like that every year, and this open enrollment period ends this 
Obamacare, and Florida Blue year, with a shorter period, it’s year. The Trump administration 
staffers have coined a term forthe even more serious. We're fully shortened the time frame by six 
Monday after Thanksgiving: booked on Monday as of a week weeks this year. 
New S Now Marketplace Monday. ago.” It’s also important for consum- 
“Weve always noticed that Kincaid wasn’t sure whats ers who are re-enrolling to look at 
LOCAL & STATE right after the Thanksgiving holi- been driving this surge, but one 
@ A NATIONAL PRO- day, alot of people want to come thing is for sure: Consumers who Please turn to OBAMACARE, A2 
GRAM that brings sur- 
vivors of violent crimes 
to lead advocacy efforts 
for criminal justice 
reform comes to Or- ALL TRUE BELIEVERS ABOARD! 
lando. B1 


@ A CLASS OF 18 
ADULTS STUDY civics, 
history, government and 
English each week at an 
Orange County library 
in hopes of acing a test 
each Sunday and in 
preparation for their 
naturalization test. B1 


@ TIPS TO AVOID cyber 
fraud this holiday sea- 
son. B2 


NATION & WORLD 

@ THE SUPREME 
COURT IS SET TO 
DECIDE whether corpo- 
rate whistle-blowers are 
protected from being 
fired if they disclose 
wrongdoing to company 
officials rather than to 
the Securities and Ex- 


change Commission. A3 STEPHEN M. DOWELL/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 


The Polar Express Train gleams in the setting sun at the train station Saturday in downtown Tavares. 


@ GOP LAWMAKERS It’s one of 42 Polar Express trains in the U.S. offering a theatrical journey, licensed by Warner Bros. 

scramble to lock up the r i 

votes need to approve a 

rorespeedioappreve? Tavares’ Polar Express train launches 

to President Donald . : ; ; 

Trump’s desk by the end By JASON RUITER “I had to hold him down half Polar Express trains nationwide 

of the year. A10 Staff Writer the time,” said Chris Thompson, offering a musical theatrical 
66, Tavares Public Works direc- production licensed by Warner 

BUSINESS TAVARES — Blake Thomp- tor, the boy’s grandfather. Bros. The only other one in Flor- 

@ As MORE CONSUM- son, 3, could barely stop talking The Polar Express train was ida isin Miami. 

ERS adopt and accept when Santa Claus gave him a cheered on by hundreds earlier Kids, parents and grand- 

virtual reality, regionally bell for those who “believe,” just this month when it rolled into parents sipped cocoa while a 

focused theme parks as Santa did for the little boy in the Lake County city to launch quartet of caroling conductors 

and attractions have the 2004 movie “The Polar Ex- the seasonal ride and herald the 

started to include it in press.” Christmas season. It’s one of 42 Please turn to POLAR, A6 


their layouts. D1 


SPORTS 
@ THE ORLANDO MAG- 


Ic’s morale is down as Shopping districts see seasonal boom, _ s struggle 


they’re mired in an 
eight-game losing streak, By KYLE ARNOLD | Staff Writer 


r a face The holidays are the most wonderful time of the 


year for Shirley Krauklis, who co-owns Annabelle 
the Pacers Ua and Company, a gift shop with home decor and 
more in Orlando’s College Park neighborhood. 


@ IT WAS A TOTAL loss : : 
The store bustles with customers buying orna- 


sna haa oe ments or picking up gifts, such as shirts and can- 
uars, Dolphins and Bucs dles. Annabelle and Company logs a majority of its 
stumble ónthéroad. C7 sales in the months leading up to Christmas, help- 

ing it survive the lean summer months. 

“People around here know we are local and I 3 

Peas acini èti- want to support us,” Krauklis said. “Anyway, what JOE BURBANK/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
dan Gleeson's round- we offer is hard to find in a store or on the Debbie Garcia stops in cooking supply shop The 
about path to acting internet.’ f Sacred Olive on Plant Street in Winter Garden. 
takes another turn with As some of the area’s shopping malls struggle, ; 
his role in the spooky many of Central Florida’s neighborhood shopping such as Winter Garden, downtown Sanford and 
series “Mr. Mercedes” districts are experiencing a renaissance. Orlando’s Audubon Park. And as holiday shopping 
based on Stephen King’s Business district leaders, shop owners and real gets into peak season, shop owners say they are 
trilogy. A2 estate professionals say crowds are flocking to the 


eclectic collection of retailers and shops in places Please turn to SHOPPING, A6 


MIKE BIANCHI 
Sentinel Columnist 


Gators get 
it right with 
Mullen hire 


On this Thanksgiving weekend, 
the Florida Gators should feel 
blessed they got spurned by Chip 
Kelly and ended 
up with Missis- 
sippi State’s Dan 
Mullen as their 
new head coach. 

Often times — 
as UF athletics 
director Scott 
Stricklin will 
find out in the 
years to come — Mullen 
the best hires 
are the ones you don’t make. Or, as 
that noted college football analyst 
Garth Brooks, once observed, 
“Some of God’s greatest gifts are 
unanswered prayers.” 

The national perception may be 
that Stricklin struck out with Kelly, 
but I believe a more accurate depic- 
tion is that he hit a grand slam with 
Mullen. 

The only question is, why did 
UF go after Kelly in the first place? 
Why wasn’t Mullen their first 
choice? Why wouldn't they initially 
go after a coach who has SEC roots, 


Please turn to BIANCHI, A12 


E More coverage on UF’s 
hiring of Dan Mullen, C1, C4 


Conyers quits 
House panel 
amid probe 


By TRACY WILKINSON 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Sexual 
abuse allegations continued to roil 
US. politics Sunday, with Democ- 
rat Rep. John Conyers stepping 
down from a powerful House post 
and President Donald Trump 
again voicing support for Republi- 
can Alabama Senate candidate Roy 
Moore. 

Conyers announced he was 
stepping down as ranking member 
of the House Judiciary Committee 
while he faces an ethics investiga- 
tion into allegations he sexually 
harassed female staffers. 

The announcement came 
shortly after House Minority 
Leader Nancy Pelosi repeatedly 
called on the Michigan Democrat 
to “do the right thing” At the same 
time, she said he deserved due 
process. 

Conyers, 88, has denied the alle- 
gations. But he said the investiga- 
tion and the allegations are a dis- 
traction to the “important” work of 


Please turn to CLAIMS, A3 


Voices & Opinion 


@ ON THE LEFT: Men who imposed will in for rude awakening. A17 
@ ON THE RIGHT: Defending bad actions leads to ugly politics. A17 

@ Ask Amy: Girlfriend jealous about relationship with woman. B5 

® GEORGE Diaz: Winston running out of empathy for behavior. Cl 

@ PAUL BRINKMANN: Orlando hiring aimed at Puerto Ricans. D1 


GET AMP’D UP 


What To Do Today 


Amp’d, the new concert series at the Dr. Phillips Center for the 
Performing Arts, begins tonight with a 7:30 performance by Nicole 
Equerme. The Americana singer-songwriter hails from Mount Dora 
and has been playing instruments and composing music since ele- 
mentary school. Details: DRPHILLIPSCENTER.ORG 
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